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contemporary records which throw a flood of light
on the past in India, and should be read by all
those who accept as trustworthy the fabricated
statements prepared by political agitators for public
consumption.

It is a singular circumstance, illustrating the
exigencies of agitation, that Mr. R. C. Dutt should
make the transparently inaccurate statement that
"the soil was private property in India, as amongst
all other civilised nations," nor will the Socialist
friends in Great Britain of the agitators in India
altogether approve of the dictum that the existence
of private property in land is the chief test of civili-
sation. Then the death-rate is said to have in-
creased in our time, the fact being that no statistics
exist with the help of which comparison can be
made before 1872, the date of the first Census,
following upon which, in 1880, the statistical depart-
ment was created in Calcutta.

Nevertheless, figures of monumental absurdity
and transparent error are so frequently repeated
that at last, from sheer weariness, they gain a
current value, and some normal and ideal death-
rate is assumed for India, far lower than that
which obtained at the same time in Western
countries.

Any stick is good enough for a certain purpose,
and the actions of self-governing colonies which,
being independent, naturally assert their right to